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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
May 10, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Fire Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, and members of the District. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Add: New Business, 6I, Special Meeting at Campbell’s Resort – Commissioner Vyverberg 

Add: Executive Report, 7E, Annual Governance Relations Contract Survey – Chief Nielsen 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Policies and Procedures: Commissioner Boling requested this item be tabled to allow 

additional time for the Board to review their procedures binders. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. District Smoke Alarm Program: Commissioner Vyverberg reviewed the history and 

distribution process relative to the District’s smoke alarm installation program.   

 

Chief Nielsen pointed out there is a link under Public Information on the District’s website which 

outlines the program and provides helpful facts on smoke alarms in the home.   

 

B. Station 82 Parking Lot Project: Chief Nielsen said $5,373 was budgeted in the 2016 capital 

expense plan for parking lot repairs, reseal, and striping at Station 82.  He reported that figure was 

based on the cost of previous work at Station 82 plus ten percent.  Recent bids came in in excess of 

$11,000, however, Chief Wyrobek was able to work with the lowest bidder to reduce the project costs 

to $9,100.  Chief Nielsen asked the Board for approval to move forward with the parking lot project 

and the additional expense.  He said the project was budgeted for with annexation monies; the current 

balance of that fund is $408,000.  
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Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approve an 

increase to the budget for the parking lot repairs.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. Station 82 Generator:  Chief Nielsen provided the Board with bid specifications for a backup 

generator at Station 82.  He said Chief Wyrobek drafted the document based on information received 

from an electrical engineer and that it has been reviewed by Brian Snure.   

 

The generator will be relocated south of the main building and will have a transfer switch that will 

allow the generator to feed power to the entire station.  There is currently $75,000 in the annexation 

funds budgeted for a generator replacement.  

 

The Board confirmed they have the right to reject any and all bids received for the project. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approve the Station 

82 emergency generator project bid specifications and request it go out to bid.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

D. Public Comments:  Commissioner Vyverberg said the Board is not required to take public 

comment during their regular meetings, however, the Board of Commissioners of Fire District 8 has 

chosen to accept public comments within specific guidelines.  Commissioner Vyverberg read the 

Public Comment guidelines as printed on the meeting agenda.   

 

The commissioners agreed they will acknowledge and thank all speakers for their comments.  They 

will not respond to individuals as there may be questions that the commissioners are unable to answer 

at that time or items that they may delegate to staff.   

 

E. Bids: Commissioner Vyverberg affirmed the District follows state law and guidelines relative 

to posting and receiving bids for equipment and services.   

 

F. District Committees:  Commissioner Boling initiated discussion on New Business items F, G, 

and H as a group.  He said he would like to see a central calendar so that members of the District and 

the community can see District-scheduled events.  He would also like to see committee meetings, their 

members and chairperson, and the dates & times posted in one central location.   Commissioner 

Boling said it is important to be able to schedule events several months in advance and felt if there 

was the ability to post standing committees and meetings in one area it may alleviate scheduling 

multiple meetings on the same date.  

 

Chief Godfrey said activities and events are currently posted on Crew Sense.  He believes there may 

be the ability to create an additional box in that program for posting meetings and will check with 

Tom Chavez. 

 

Chief Nielsen showed the commissioners how to log in to Crew Sense and he then provided a 

demonstration of the scheduling program and the Crew Sense phone app.  

 

Discussion took place on how to best track standing committee meetings and homeowner’s 

association meetings and what forum would best show those types of activities.  The commissioners 

would like to see the dates of additional activities, such as SCFCA meetings, posted on Crew Sense.   

 

G. Crew Sense (Call Back Staffing):  Discussion above. 
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H. Commissioner Meeting Notification/District Representation:  Discussion above. 

 

I. Special Meeting: Commissioner Vyverberg suggested the Board hold a special meeting on 

Sunday, June 5th after the WFCA Saturday Seminar in Chelan.  He would like to discuss the status of 

placeholder items in the 2016 budget and recommendations for subsequent years; he would like to see 

the current year’s overtime costs; discuss public relations items such as changes or improvements to 

the District’s website, Facebook, and Twitter feeds; an overview of operations in relation to the budget 

- what has taken place to-date and what is planned for the remainder of the year; and, an IT update on 

anything that needs to be done this year and next year. 

 

The commissioners discussed the timeframe staff would need in order to provide presentations for the 

items brought forward by Commissioner Vyverberg, and the benefit of additional members being 

present at the special meeting.  Commissioner Boling and Commissioner Rorie felt if department 

heads were in attendance they would be able to give a strategic overview of where they are at, where 

they want to be next year, and what kinds of funds they may be requesting for the following year. 

 

Chief Nielsen will work with the commissioners and staff to schedule a meeting in July.  

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. Firefighters Association Update:   The Firefighters Association met recently and elected new 

officers:  Bob Lundy, President; Dave Simboli, Vice President; Joe St. John, Treasurer; and, Jeff 

McCormick, Secretary.  The next Association meeting is Thursday, May 12th, 7:00 pm at Station 82. 

 

B. Grants:  The District received a $1,300 Trauma Grant from the Department of Health to be 

used for the purchase of EMS supplies and training.  In addition, Chief Hatley was able to secure 

$9,500 in matching grant funds from DNR for the purchase of wildland firefighting gear.  

 

C. FEMA Reimbursement: District 8 will receive approximately $9,300 from FEMA for 

reimbursement of costs relating to the November 2015 wind storm. 

 

D. Spokane County EMS Awards:  District 8 was well represented at the Spokane County EMS 

and Trauma Council awards earlier in the day.  EMS Hero Awards were presented to Captain Jeff 

Wainwright, FFPM Jay Wilkins, and FF Trevor Richards.  They responded to a call for a patient who 

had a heart attack while shoveling snow.  Later that day they returned to the patient’s home to finish 

shoveling his driveway.  An EMS Hero Award was also presented to Jimmy Smock for his work as a 

paramedic and firefighter, and his off-duty contributions to MS, Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation, and Toys for Tots.  Volunteer Fire Lieutenant and Chaplain, Dave Simboli received the 

Basic Life Support Responder of the Year Award.  Lt. Simboli has taught CPR to more than 400 

people and reads to school children.  

 

E. Annual Governance Relations Contract Survey:  Chief Nielsen said he will soon send out 

the annual GRC survey to the Board and the Fire Chief, and he will send out the annual member 

survey to the general membership of the District. Both anonymous surveys ask for feedback on how 

the agency is doing relative to the organization’s expectations, the Fire Chief’s performance, the 

expectations of the Board, and the expectations for customer service and public outreach. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Firefighters Association Report – Commissioner Boling 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Commissioner Vyverberg will sit on the WFCA Budget Committee; 

 Commissioner Boling continues to set on the WFCA Education Committee; 

 Commissioner Boling is also an alternate to the Board of the WFCA; 

 Spokane Valley State of the City Address is Wednesday, May 11; 

 SCFD8 Firefighters Association meeting is Thursday, May 12, 7:00 pm at Station 82; 

 SCFCA meeting is Thursday, May 12, 7:00 pm at SCFD9 

 SCFD8 Fire Service Day Open House is Saturday, May 14, 10:00 am – 2:00 at Station 81 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 6:56 pm. 

         

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


